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want of college training and the study of different
languages, but this will not prevent him from
often obtaining a high degree of culture, though
he cannot aspire 1o the highest. To put such a
man on the same footing as a born mute who has
had to go through many years of hard work
before he could comprehend a child’s book suitable
for the age of five years is absurd.

The world in general, whatever it may have
.thought in the days of the authors of the Bible,
did not consider that the word “ dumb” bore any
stigma of mental inferiority with it; they simply
regarded it as a fact that they were born without
hearing, and therefore dumb, and any small
ability to articulate later on did not touch this
idea.

However, there the difficulty remains. Go into
any Oral School and you will find both classes
lumped together in the eyes of the public, and
consequently the ability of the merely deaf throws
a mantle of respectability over the deficiencies of
the born mute, even if the teachers are innocent
of any intention of using it.

Now we are being exploited to find a new word
to describe the different classes. An American
proposes “‘surd” (he leaves out the ab), and an
Englishman proposes the extremely original but
odd name ““ owrotic,” but I am afraid neither of
these words will have much success in this genera-
tion. The public does not easily adopt new words,
and the most reasonable way of settling the matter
seems to me to be to go back to the original
“deaf” and “ deaf-mute” for those born so.

I have nothing to say against Oralism in its
proper place, 7.e., amongst those who have once
heard, or even for some phenomenally sharp born
mutes who can master articulation in a fair
degree ; but, for the majority, it seems to me to be
like a dog standing on his hind legs. 1t is won-
derful to see a dog doing it, but dogs only do it at
the command of their masters, and when left free
to choose, always prefer to walk on four legs.
You would not call such a dog a biped because he
walked on two legs occasionally; and if a man,
deaf from birth, uses speech on compulsion to two
or three persons, and uses manualism and signs to
all the rest, why not call him dumb ?

H. B. BEALE.
* * *

AN enterprising deaf and dumb man, living in
Glasgow, is the owner of a very smart turn-outin
- the shape of a donkey and coal cart. “ Neddy”
has nothing whatever of the dejected appearance
which characterises so many of his kind. He is
in splendid condition, and, decorated with
beautiful well-kept harness, trots along very
briskly. ~His owner is a great bird-fancier and
lover of animals, and is quite proud of his four-
footed assistant.

_thing ; and yet you can write?

DETECTED.

A devoted couple, who, apparently, had been
long separated, were thrust into each other’s com-
pany at a largely-attended reception. A lady who
tells the story was present, in company with an
educated deaf girl.

The happy re-united pair fully displayed the
thoughts that were in their hearts by the beam
upon their countenances. Suddenly the youn,
man drew near to the one whom he adored a.nﬁ
said, in a low tone, inaudible to those about him,
a few seemingly affectionate words. The deaf girl
watched the proceedings with keen interest, and
suddenly broke into a broad grin.

On her companion inquiring what it was that
amused her, she turned about so that the couple
could not see her, and replied—

““ That man said, ‘ If all these people were not
here, I'd kiss you. If they don't get out of the
way pretty soon, I shall have to before them.’ The
girl replied, ¢ Then I shall scream.’ ”’

Tht deaf girl had understood their words by
watching the motion of their lips.

* * *

A beggar in Fleet Street recently accosted a
gentleman, and whined, “ 'm paralysed in both
me ’ands, mister, an’ can’t work, for I can’t grasp
anythink with em. Could you spare me a trifle,
mister ?”  “I'm deaf,” replied the gentleman.
“You'd better write down what you want to say.
Here's a pencil and a piece of paper.”” « Deaf, is
‘e ?” thought the beggar. “Then ’e didn’t hear
about the paralysis.” So he wrote down, ““ I’ve
got a wife an’ six children starvin’ at home, an’
ham in a drefful state of destertushon.” He
handed the paper to the gentleman, who read it,
and said: “I thought you said you were
paralysed in both hands, and couldn’t grasp any-
“Did—didn’t
yer say yer was deaf?’ stammered the beggar,
who now did really feel paralysed. “ Yes, to find
out if you were an impostor, which you are, as I
supposed,” replied the gentleman. “Well, of all
the blooming frauds, yer the biggest!” exclaimed
the beggar. ““The hidea of yer sayin’ yer was
deaf, and tryin’ to impose on a poor feller 1’ And
he shuffled off, sniffing the air with righteous
indignation.

* * *

We in Britain are not alone in

ANOTHER  having to mourn the loss of
TEACHER GONE. honoured teachers. Early in
April the sad tidings came of the

death of Giacomo Panario, honorary director for
many years of the Genova Institution for Deaf-
Mutes. Our hearts go out in sympathy to our

Southern brethren,




